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What Policymakers Need to Know About Disclosure in Lease Agreements
What is Tobacco Smoke Residue?

Tobacco smoke residue is the mixture of chemicals left behind on clothes, skin, furniture, walls, and other
surfaces after someone smokes.>'%™ |t is also known as “thirdhand smoke”. People can be exposed to this
residue through their skin, by breathing polluted air, and by ingesting contaminated objects."”:**

The chemical residue can linger indoors for years after smoking has stopped.”™ It embeds in and re-emits from
carpets, furniture, fixtures, and HVAC systems, as well as from structural elements and building materials,
including floors, walls, doors, cabinets, and insulation. Existing professional cleaning methods cannot remove
deeply embedded residue, and remediation may require complete renovation.'**

The mixture of pollutants in tobacco smoke residue is toxic to humans, especially children, containing more than
25 chemicals listed in California’s Proposition 65."* In human studies, exposure has been shown to cause DNA
damage, increase cancer risk, impair cell repair, and worsen lung function.®'®?' In animal studies, tobacco smoke
residue was found to slow wound healing, increase “bad” cholesterol, impair liver function, and cause lung
inflammation and hyperactivity.4%9%

Tobacco Smoke Residue in Multi-Unit Housing

Landlord disclosure in People living in multi-unit New tenants who move in
lease agreements is oo | housing are more likely to to units that have been
not legally required in oo be exposed to tobacco < smoked in can be exposed
the State of California.’ L, smoke residue.>™?® / even after cleaning.'?™

People living in multi-unit housing, especially children, are more likely to be exposed to tobacco smoke residue
due to a variety of factors. Apartment and condo buildings have shorter-term tenants who move more
frequently, they may allow smoking in individual units, and non-smoking units may experience secondhand
smoke intrusion through shared air ducts, communal hallways, or windows."3%3" This increased secondhand
smoke does not go away, becoming tobacco smoke residue, which builds up over time indoors.?®

Evidence for Policymakers to Consider

of CA renters want to be told if there is toxic of CA landlords want to be told if there is
009% tobacco smoke residue in an apartment or 889% toxic tobacco smoke residue in an apartment

condo | am considering renting. or condo | am considering renting.

of CA renters agree that landlords should be of CA landlords agree that landlords should
839% required to disclose to potential rentersifa (0% be required to disclose to potential renters if

smoker has lived in the rental unit. a smoker has lived in the rental unit.

of CA residents agree they would not rent
an apartment or condo if | knew the previous
tenant smoked.

860/ of CA residents agree that tobacco smoke 530/
0 residue contains dangerous chemicals. o

Published August 2025. Funded by the Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program #T33PC6863 and #T32PT6244.
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CA Renters & Landlords Agree: | =~
Thirdhand Smoke Should Be —
Disclosed in Lease Agreements i| v

& Tobacco smoke residue, or “thirdhand smoke,” is the toxic chemical residue
left behind long after smoking stops. Over 25 CA Proposition 65 chemicals,
known to cause cancer or reproductive harm, have been identified in
thirdhand smoke.

Many hazards, including lead, mold, and Prop 65 carcinogens, are required to be disclosed in
California lease agreements but tobacco smoke residue is not required to be disclosed.

“I should be told if there is toxic “Landlords should be required
tobacco smoke residue in an to disclose to potential renters

apartment or condo | am if a smoker has lived in the
considering renting.” rental unit.”

90% 88% 83% 80%

of California of California of California of California
renters AGREE. landlords AGREE. renters AGREE. landlords AGREE.

“Tobacco smoke residue @ “l would not rent an apartment or condo
if | knew the previous tenant smoked.”

86 7% 93%

contains dangerous chemicals.”

of California of California
residents residents AGREE
AGREE it does. they would not.

Published August 2025. Funded by the Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program #T33PC6863 and #T32PT6244.
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Inquilinos y Arrendadores en California Estan
de Acuerdo: El Humo de Tercera Mano Debe Ser
Divulgado en los Contratos de Arrendamiento

El residuo del humo del tabaco, conocido como “humo de tercera mano”, es un
& ADVERTENCIA ; ) - . )
conjunto de sustancias quimicas toxicas que permanecen en el ambiente mucho

después de que se ha fumado. Se han identificado mas de 25 sustancias
guimicas incluidas en la Propuesta 65 de California, las cuales estan relacionadas
con el cancer o dafios al sistema reproductivo.

En California, muchos riesgos como el plomo, el moho y los agentes cancerigenos de la Propuesta 65,
deben ser informados en los contratos de arrendamiento. Sin embargo, actualmente no es obligatorio
divulgar la presencia de residuos de humo de tabaco.

“Me deberian decir si hay residuo “Los arrendadores deberian estar
toxico de humo de tabaco en un obligados a informar a los
apartamento o condominio que posibles inquilinos si un fumador

”

estoy considerando a|qui|ar"‘ ha vivido en la unidad de alquiler :

90% 88% 83% 80%

de los inquilinos de los arrendadores de los inquilinos de los arrendadores
en California en California en California en California
ESTAN DE ESTAN DE ESTAN DE ESTAN DE
ACUERDO. ACUERDO. ACUERDO. ACUERDO.

“El residuo de humo de tabaco contiene “No alquilaria un apartamento o condominio

productos quimicos peligrosos”. si supiera que el inquilino anterior fumaba”.

=

86%  @53%

de los residentes en de los residentes en
California ESTAN DE California ESTAN DE
ACUERDO en que lo ACUERDO en que no
contiene. lo harian.

Publicado en agosto de 2025. Financiado por el Programa de Investigacion de Enfermedades Relacionadas con el Tabaco #T33PC6863 y #T32PT6244.
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Required Landlord Disclosures Leave California
Renters Unprotected and Uninformed About

Toxic Tobacco Smoke Residue

Background Disclosure Legal Requirement

Smoking indoors leads to the buildup of
tobacco smoke residue, a toxic chemical

Requiring Remediation and/or Education

residue that lingers in building materials and on Bed Bugs Cal. Civ. Code § 1954.603
surfaces for years after smoking has stopped. Methamphetamine Cal. Health & Safety Code §
Contamination 25400.28

A 2021 survey of 1,800 California residents
showed that 96% of Californians want to

96%

Cal. Health & Safety Code §

know if there is tobacco smoke residue in a Mold 26147; Cal. Health & Safety Code
home they are buying or renting. § 26148
A~ There is currently no legal requirement Lead-Based Paint EPA Title X, Section 1018
@5” E\/ for landlords to disclose the smoking E——— —
\ j;-/ or vaping history of a unit or the equiring Written Notice
presence of tobacco smoke residue. Carcinogenic

Material California Proposition 65

CA Landlord Disclosures current as of August 2025

Death in Rental Unit .
In California, landlords are legally required to disclose many T Cal. Civ. Code § 1710.2

different aspects of the property that could affect a future
tenant, including environmental residential hazards. The
required disclosures in any neighborhood are a combination  F|god Hazard Zone Gov. Code § 8589.45
of federal, state, and local requirements.

Demolition Permit Cal. Civ. Code § 1940.6

Military Base or
The presence of certain hazards requires the landlord to Explosives

remediate the hazard before renting the unit (e.g., bedbugs,

Cal. Civ. Code § 1940.7

methamphetamine contamination) or provide education to N Sieldug el Call. Sl Gz § 107

the prospective renter (e.g., lead-based paint) in addition to Periodic Pest Cal. Civ. Code § 1940.8; Cal. Bus.

providing a written notice to prospective tenants. Control Treatment & Prof. Code § 8538

See the chart for common landlord disclosures.’ Sexual Offender Megan'’s Law, Cal. Civ. Code §
Database 2079.10a

Tobacco Smoke Residue is Left Out

Requiring Notice and Additional Responsibilities
« Other environmental residential hazards are legally

required or strongly encouraged to be disclosed, such Condominium

Gov. Code § 66459

as lead, asbestos, mold, and carcinogenic materials SChNEEIC
listed in Proposition 65. Civ. Code § 1940.9; Pub. Util.

« While tobacco smoke residue is harmful to human health Shared Utilities Code § 739.5; Civ. Code §
and is known to contain over 25 chemicals listed in 1954.201, 1954.204, and 1954.216

Proposition 65, the presence of tobacco smoke residue

- ] . o Not Legally Required - Strongly Recommended
and the smoking or vaping history of a rental unit is not

currently a required disclosure in lease agreements. Strongly recommended in
« Current required disclosures in lease agreements fail to Asbestos buildings built before 1981, but not
mandated.

warn renters about toxic tobacco smoke residue.

Published August 2025. Funded by the Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program #T33PC6863 and #T32PT6244.
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2 RENTERS & LANDLORDS AGREE, TENANTS
2 SHOULD BE TOLD ABOUT THIRDHAND SMOKE

A 2024 survey conducted by the Policy Research Center for Tobacco and the Environment of 2,323
CA residents, including 1,098 renters and 257 landlords, found that 89% of people believed potential
tenants should be told about tobacco smoke residue in a rental unit before signing a lease.

“I should be told if there is toxic tobacco smoke residue

in an apartment or condo | am considering renting.”

90% OF RENTERS AGREE (©)  88% OF LANDLORDS AGREE )

Renter Agreement by Region: Landlord Agreement by Region:

Agreement with the
above statement
ranged from 85%

(Central Coast) to 96%
(San Joaquin Valley).

Agreement with the
above statement
ranged from 82%

(Sacramento Area) to
100% (Northern/Sierra).

100

Renters and landlords agree that they should be told regardless
of age, gender, ethnicity, nicotine use, or employment status.

Renter Agreement by Demographic: Landlord Agreement by Demographic:
@ 86% Under 40 & 91% Aged 40+ @ 86% Under 40 & 91% Aged 40+

Q8 91% Female & 87% Male Q8 87% Female & 89% Male

@ 89% Hispanic & 90% Non-Hispanic @ 85% Hispanic & 88% Non-Hispanic

77% Who Use Nicotine & 93% Who Don’t 78% Who Use Nicotine & 92% Who Don't

@ 89% Employed & 90% Not Employed @ 89% Employed & 84% Not Employed

Published August 2025. Funded by the Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program #T33PC6863 and #T32PT6244.
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INQUILINOS Y ARRENDADORES EN CALIFORNIA ESTAN DE ACUERDO, SE
. DEBE INFORMAR A LOS INQUILINOS SOBRE EL HUMO DE TERCERA MANO

Una encuesta realizada en 2024 por el Centro de Investigacion de Politicas para el Tabaco y el Medio
Ambiente (Policy Research Center for Tobacco and the Environment) que incluyd a 2,323 residentes de
California, incluyendo 1,098 inquilinos y 257 arrendadores, encontré que el 89% de las personas consideran
que se le deberia informar a los posibles inquilinos sobre el residuo de humo de tabaco en una unidad de
alquiler antes de firmar un contrato de arrendamiento.

“Me deberian decir si hay residuo toxico de humo de tabaco en un

apartamento o condominio que estoy considerando alquilar”.

EL 90% DE LOS INQUILINOS EL 88% DE LOS ARRENDADORES
ESTA DE ACUERDO ESTA DE ACUERDO
Acuerdo de los Inquilinos por Region: Acuerdo de los Arrendadores por Region:

El acuerdo con la
declaracion anterior
vario del 82% en el
area de Sacramento y
un 100% en la region

Norte/Sierra.

El acuerdo con la
declaracion anterior
vario del 85%
(Costa Central) al 96%
(Valle de San Joaquin).

Inquilinos y arrendadores coinciden en que esta informacion se les
deberia informar, independientemente de la edad, el género, el
origen étnico, el uso de nicotina o la situacion laboral.

Acuerdo de los Inquilinos por Demografia: Acuerdo de los Arrendadores por Demografia:
@ 86% Menores de 40 Afios y @ 86% Menores de 40 Afiosy

% 91% Mayores de 40 Afos =2 91% Mayores de 40 Afos

‘28 91% Mujeres y 87% Hombres Q{B 87% Mujeres y 89% Hombres

@ 89% Hispanos y 90% No Hispanos @ 85% Hispanos y 88% No Hispanos

S 77% Que Usan Nicotina 'y _S 78% Que Usan Nicotina y

93% Que No la Usan === 92 % Que No la Usan

@ 89% Empleados y 90% No Empleados E 89% Empleados y 84% No Empleados

Publicado en agosto de 2025. Financiado por el Programa de Investigacion de Enfermedades Relacionadas con el Tabaco #T33PC6863 y #T32PT6244.
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CARENTERS & LANDLORDS AGREE ON
_REQUIRING THIRDHAND SMOKE DISCLOSURE

A 2024 survey conducted by the Policy Research Center for Tobacco and the Environment of
2,323 CA residents, including 1,098 renters and 257 landlords, found that 80% of people agreed
landlords should be required to disclose if smoking occurred in the rental unit.

“Landlords should be required to disclose to potential

renters if a smoker has lived in the rental unit.”

83% OF RENTERS AGREE ©

Renter Agreement by Region:

Agreement with the above
statement ranged from 79%
(Northern/Sierra) to 86%
(San Joaquin Valley).

80% OF LANDLORDS AGREE O

Landlord Agreement by Region:

Agreement with the
above statement
ranged from 73%

(Southern California) to
92% (Central Coast).

Renters and landlords agree on required disclosure regardless of
age, gender, ethnicity, nicotine use, or employment status.

Renter Agreement by Demographic:

@ 84% Under 40 & 82% Aged 40+

QS 87% Female & 79% Male

@ 82% Hispanic & 84% Non-Hispanic

67% Who Use Nicotine & 88% Who Don’t

@ 84% Employed & 81% Not Employed

QA 86% Female & 73% Male
@ 85% Hispanic & 79% Non-Hispanic
— 72% Who Use Nicotine & 83% Who Don't

@ 81% Employed & 73% Not Employed

Published August 2025. Funded by the Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program #T33PC6863 and #T32PT6244.
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INQUILINOS Y ARRENDADORES EN CALIFORNIA COINCIDEN
EN LA DIVULGACION DEL HUMO DE TERCERA MANO

Una encuesta realizada en 2024 por el Centro de Investigacion de Politicas para el Tabaco y el Medio
Ambiente (Policy Research Center for Tobacco and the Environment) que incluyd a 2,323 residentes de
California, incluyendo 1,098 inquilinos y 257 arrendadores, encontré que el 80% de las personas estaban
de acuerdo en que se deberia exigir a los arrendadores que divulguen si se fumod en la unidad de alquiler.

“Los arrendadores deberian estar obligados a informar a los posibles

inquilinos si una persona fumadora ha vivido en la unidad de alquiler”.

EL 83% DE LOS INQUILINOS
ESTA DE ACUERDO

Acuerdo de los Inquilinos por Region:

El acuerdo con la
declaracion
anterior vario del 79%
(Norte/Sierra) al 86%
(Valle de San Joaquin).

100

EL 80% DE LOS ARRENDADORES
ESTA DE ACUERDO

Acuerdo de los Arrendadores por Region:

El acuerdo con la
declaracion anterior vario
del 73% (Sur de California)
al 92% (Costa Central).

Inquilinos y arrendadores coinciden en la divulgacion requerida independientemente
de la edad, el género, el origen étnico, el uso de nicotina o la situacion laboral.

Acuerdo de los Inquilinos por Demografia:

@ 84% Menores de 40 Afios y
= 82% Mayores de 40 Afos

QEB 87% Mujeres 'y 79% Hombres
@ 82% Hispanos y 84% No Hispanos

 67% Que Usan Nicotinay
mmmr 88% Que No la Usan

@ 84% Empleados y 81% No Empleados

Acuerdo de los Arrendadores por Demografia:

@ 82% Menores de 40 Ahos y
7 77% Mayores de 40 Afios

Qa 86% Mujeres y 73% Hombres

85% Hispanos 'y 79% No Hispanos

83% Que No la Usan

__(\" 72% Que Usan Nicotinay

81% Empleados y 73% No Empleados

Publicado en agosto de 2025. Financiado por el Programa de Investigacion de Enfermedades Relacionadas con el Tabaco #T33PC6863 y #T32PT6244.
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